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Crop Disaster Program (CDP) Crop Table Phase II Software Changes

Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A Background

Phase II software was released for the CDP crop table on September 23, 2003.  All crops, with
the exception of processing grapes, can now be loaded into the CDP crop table.  Processing
grapes can be loaded for California.  Notice DAP-162, Exhibit 1:

•  listed the crops that were not to be loaded until Phase II
•  identified crops that would be corrected in Phase II.

The Phase I software was modified to allow the following:

•  multiple RMA prices within a State
•  exceptions to pay groupings based on regional RMA crop policies
•  consistent data entry of all crops.

B Purpose

This notice provides State Offices with:

•  the procedure for the Phase II software changes
•  instructions to modify existing crop table records
•  a list of outstanding software discrepancies
•  explanation of edits that are yet to be run on the existing crop table records.

Disposal Date

January 1, 2004

Distribution

State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices
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2 Phase II Software Changes

A Multiple State RMA Prices

There are several insured crops that have more than 1 established RMA CAT level price for a
State.  These crops include grapes, potatoes, cotton, and peaches.  The Phase II software will
determine whether the crop is insurable in the county and will use the specific RMA price for
that county.  The counties that do not have an established RMA price must have a price
established by STC that is between the lowest RMA price and highest RMA price for the State
for the crop year.  The basis for these prices is also established by STC but should be appropriate
to the county.  The Phase II software will provide data entry fields to capture these prices.

Example: Processing Zinfandel grapes are insurable in California.  RMA has established prices
by crushing districts.  The lowest RMA price is $225/ton and the highest RMA price
is $1600/ton.  Insurance is not available in county 061.  All the same information
must be loaded for this crop in county 061 as explained in Notice DAP-162, such as
ranking code, conversion factor, historic yields, etc.  No historic prices need to be
entered as the crop is insured in the State and RMA has established CAT level prices.
The following new dialog box will appear on a screen after the add a crop screen or
modify screen.

2002 RMA
Low Price

Calculated
2002 Price

2002 RMA
High Price

225 0 1600

Enter the price established by STC in the “Calculated 2002 Price” field.  In this example, the
calculated price entered must be between $225 and $1,600.  The 2001 dialog box will appear
after this screen.

B Pay Group Exception

There are several crops that are insured differently by region.  These crops include most of the
citrus crops and grapes.  The Phase II software was modified so that the pay group is specific to
the region for these crops.  No special processing is required.  The pay group exceptions will be
posted to the 2001/2002 CDP website that was established in Notice DAP-174.

Example: All grapes with an intended use of processing are considered 1 pay group in all States
except California.  RMA insures each variety of grape separately in California and,
therefore, a separate pay group was established for those types.  The software will be
the same pay group for all States outside of California and use the exception pay
group for California.
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2 Phase II Software Changes (Continued)

C Data Entry Changes

There are several insured crops that do not have an established RMA CAT level price.  These
crops were identified in Notice DAP-162, Exhibit 1.  The average market price had to be
manually calculated and loaded into the “Current Net Price” field.  The Phase II software was
modified to calculate the price based on histories.

3 Existing Crop Table Records

A Update Existing Records

All crop table records for the Phase II crops, as identified in Notice DAP-162, Exhibit 1, must be
accessed and modified following procedure in Notice DAP-162, paragraph 4.  This includes
those records that were rolled over from NCT, as well as those that were loaded before the
release of Phase II software.

4 Outstanding Crop Table Software Discrepancies

A Display Issues

To expedite the loading of Phase II crops some display discrepancies were left unfixed.  The
records are correct as they are downloaded to the counties and the correct information can be
viewed by accessing the report options.  These discrepancies include the following:

•  price sources not displaying in “View” mode
•  not all yield sources are displaying in “View” mode
•  RMA codes not displaying in “View” mode
•  incorrect RMA codes and insurable flags are displayed in “View” mode.

5 Crop Table Edits

A Background

Notice DAP-174 identified questionable crop table records.  Some of these records have already
been updated by the State Office, but not all of them.  Edits are being developed to assist the
States in correcting these records.

B Timing of Edits

The procedures in Notice DAP-174 should still be followed to clean up the questionable records
before the release of the edits to prevent overpayments and underpayments.  The edits will be run
on existing records as they are developed and tested with notification when they are performed.
The edits match the problem situations as identified in Notice DAP-174.
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